Determination, energy, and courage appear spontaneously
when we care deeply about something. We take risks that
are unimaginable in any other context. --Margaret Wheatley
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When | come of age

When | get over being a teen-ager
When | take my life seriously

When | grow up
| want to be a Ukrainian.

When | come of age
| want to stand happily in the cold
for days beyond number,

no longer numb to what | need.

| want to hear my voice
Rise loud and clear above

The icy fog, claiming myself.

It was day fifteen of t eﬁrotest, ﬁng a woman st?ndin next tTo, h%r car .
Nas being nterviewed. Her car, ha aroo?tﬁr Sit mgo top of it. She sajd,
ve’'ve e u&)? we’re not leaving till this rottén government is out.

It is not recorded if the rooster crowed.

When | get over being a teen-ager
When | no longer complain or accuse
When | stop blaming everybody else
When | take responsibility

| will have become a Ukrainian
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When | take my life seriously
When | look directly at what’s going on
When | know that the future doesn’t change itself

That | must act
| will be a Ukrainian

“Protest hE{t ﬁnttjures” Wendell Berry said,” is m%ved ba/ a hope far more
modest that tha O]\cAPUb“C sucgess:,n%mel\x/, thle opg flpresgr\élng
qualities In ongs own heart and spirit that would be destroyed by
acquiescence.

When | grow up and am known as a Ukrainian

| will move easily onto the streets

Confident, insistent, happy to preserve the qualities

Of my own heart and spirit.

In my maturity | will be glad to teach you
The cost of acquiescence
The price of silence

The peril of retreat

“Hope,” said Vaclev Havel, “is not the conyiction that something will turn
ﬁ% Igr/]%llb?}tu?t\ée Certgllnty fha? some?h?ng Ys worth gomg regaroness OP Low

| will teach you all that | have learned
The strength of fearlessness

The peace of conviction



The strange source of hope

And | will die well, having been a Ukrainian.
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